
Regulations 
of The 
Skilled 
Trades 



AGENDA 

In this video, you will learn about: 
 

 Who regulates the trades?  
 Compulsory trades 
 Voluntary trades 
 Obtaining certification in Ontario  

 



WHO REGULATES THE TRADES 
IN ONTARIO 
Skilled Trades in Ontario are regulated by The Ontario College 
of Trades. 
 

The Ontario College of Trades is a professional regulatory 
body that was established by the government of Ontario in 
2009  
 

The main responsibility of the college 
is to make sure that individuals working  
in the compulsory trades have the proper  
training and certifications. It also sets  
standards for training and certification  
and establishes which trades are  
compulsory or voluntary. 

  
 



The Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities works with 
the Ontario College of Trades ( OCOT ). It is mainly 
responsible for regulating apprenticeship and granting 
Certificates of Qualification. 
 
In a moment we will explain: compulsory  
and voluntary trades and apprenticeship. 

WHO REGULATES THE TRADES 
IN ONTARIO 



To learn more about the Ontario College of Trades and how it 
impacts your career in the trades, book your appointment 
with our trades experts! 

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT 



WHAT IS A COMPULSARY 
TRADE? 
Compulsory trades are trades that require registration as an 
apprentice, journeyperson candidate, or certified 
journeyperson to legally be able to work in the field. 
 
22 out of 156 skilled trades are currently classified as 
compulsory such as: 

 Sheet Metal Worker 
 Auto Body Repairer 
 Transmission Technician 
 Hairstylist 

 



WHAT IS A VOLUNTARY TRADE? 

Voluntary trades are all trades not identified as compulsory.  
The individual is legally permitted to practice this trade in 
Ontario without being certified and without being registered 
as an apprentice. 
 
Keep in mind that industry standards, employers, and unions 
may demand a Certificate of Qualification to work in certain 
trades. 
 



VOLUNTARY TRADES 

There are 134 out of 156 trades are currently classed as 
voluntary such as: 
 

 Electronic Service Technician 
 Painter and Decorator  
 Cabinetmaker 

 



OBTAINING CERTIFICATION IN 
ONTARIO 
There are two ways to become a certified tradesperson in 
Ontario:  
 
1A) You take the apprenticeship pathway if you do not have 
enough experience in your trade of choice. 
 
Apprenticeship is a hands-on learning process that combines 
80% to 90% on the job training and 10% to 20% in class 
training. The apprenticeship may take between 2 to 5 years 
depending on your trade. 

 



OBTAINING CERTIFICATION IN 
ONTARIO 
1B) You take the apprenticeship pathway if you do not have 
enough experience in your trade of choice. 
 
Apprenticeship is a hands-on learning process that combines 
80% to 90% on the job training and 10% to 20% in class 
training. The apprenticeship may take between 2 to 5 years 
depending on your trade. 

 



Or… 
 
2A) You may be eligible to take the Trade Equivalency 
Assessment pathway if you have a lot of experience in your 
trade in your country of origin. 
 
 

OBTAINING CERTIFICATION IN 
ONTARIO 



2B) Through the Trade Equivalency Assessment, the Ontario 
College of Trades will evaluate your skills against the 
apprenticeship program of your trade in Ontario. If you 
satisfy the requirements of the apprenticeship program 
such as skills, tasks and hours worked, you can be admitted  
to take the Certification of Qualifications Exam. 
 

OBTAINING CERTIFICATION IN 
ONTARIO 



Please check out the next 
workshop! 

 
www.buildONbatit.com 

To learn more about the certification pathways and 
process, book an appointment to speak to our 
trades experts! 

THANK YOU! 

http://www.buildonbatit.com/

